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to just 69 days in the first 3 years of
implementation. The city of Seattle
alone estimates that for $114,000 spent,
they have saved over $5 million.
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This is particularly urgent as the
Corps staff have volunteered to assist
in Hurricane Katrina response efforts,
as well as reconstruction and rebuild-
ing efforts in Iraq and Afghanistan.
The Seattle Corps alone has deployed a
total of 233 civilian and military staff,
or approximately 29 percent of their
staff, to these areas, and that leaves a
limited number of staff to handle the
urgent needs of local areas.

It is during times of emergency re-
sponse that expedited processes such as
214 become particularly vital in con-
tinuing to support regional growth and
economic need.

Let me underscore a few points. Sec-
tion 214 was extended last year unani-
mously as H.R. 3765 in both the House
and the Senate, and is currently set to
expire on March 31, 2006. That is the
need we face today. An extension of the
provision was also passed in the House
WRDA bill in 2005, and a permanent ex-
tension is included in the other body’s
WRDA ©bill. Unfortunately, WRDA is
not likely to pass both Chambers be-
fore March 31 when the provision ex-
pires, so we are seeking an essential
short-term extension until the end of
this year.

This provision is absolutely vital to
Corps activities. Although the author-
ity exists for all regions, it has been
utilized primarily in the Pacific North-
west by the ports of Seattle and Ta-
coma, the city of Seattle, the Port of
Los Angeles, as well as the city of San
Diego, and by public entities around
Sacramento due to the huge backlog of
Corps permits in those regions. In addi-
tion, it has been utilized by a number
of ports in my home district along the
Columbia River.

In the Pacific Northwest, we have
seen the backlog of permits with the
listing of endangered species grow to
over 1,000 permits in the last years, and
the residual effects have been harmful
to our region’s economy, resulting in
expensive and costly delays.

Without extension of this authority,
the Corps will need to make up the
shortfall in funding the analysis of
projects either through project delays
or layoffs in Corps staff.

I am pleased to have the support of
this legislation of all of the House
Members representing my home State
of Washington, our friends and neigh-
bors in Oregon and Idaho, as well as
Members representing California. I
want to join my colleagues in thanking
Chairman YOUNG and Ranking Member
OBERSTAR, reiterate my gratitude to-
ward Mr. DUNCAN and the gentle-
woman, Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON. I
appreciate their leadership. I also want
to acknowledge the outstanding work
performed by the Pacific Northwest
Waterways Association, and my own
staff, Katie Stevens, on this issue.
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Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Mr. Speaker, I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I also want to express
my condolences to Chairman DUNCAN
on the loss of his mother. I want to
thank the ranking member on the sub-
committee, the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON),
and I also want to thank my colleague
from Washington State for introducing
this very important piece of legislation
and I urge its passage.

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased
to support H.R. 4826, a bill to extend authority
of the Secretary of the Army to accept funds
from non-Federal public entities for the consid-
eration of permits under the Clean Water Act
and the Rivers and Harbor Act of 1899.

This language is modeled after language
which the House approved last July as a part
of H.R. 2864, the Water Resources Develop-
ment Act of 2005. While | remain optimistic
that the Senate will soon act on its version of
the Water Resources Development Act, the
authority of the Secretary that this bill would
extend expires on March 31. This bill will con-
tinue the program through the end of Decem-
ber, 2006.

Mr. Speaker, | have been carefully moni-
toring the implementation of this authority.
While it is very popular for those that have
used it, | remain concerned that allowing a
regulated entity to pay the costs of its regu-
lator could affect the objectivity of that regu-
lator.

As a track record of implementation devel-
ops, the Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure will have an opportunity to review
the implementation of this authority and en-
sure a fair and equitable process.

| support the passage and quick enactment
of this 9 month extension.

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WALDEN of Oregon). The question is on
the motion offered by the gentleman
from Louisiana (Mr. BOUSTANY) that
the House suspend the rules and pass
the bill, H.R. 4826.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill
was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 2 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.

———
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. REHBERG) at 6 o’clock
and 10 minutes p.m.
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MISCELLANEOUS TRADE AND
TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS ACT
OF 2006

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 4944) to amend the Harmonized
Tariff Schedule of the United States to
modify temporarily certain rates of
duty, to make other technical amend-
ments to the trade laws, and for other
purposes.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 4944

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘“Miscellaneous Trade and Technical Cor-
rections Act of 2006"".

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents of this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.
TITLE I—TARIFF PROVISIONS
Sec. 1101. Reference.
Subtitle A—Temporary Duty Suspensions
and Reductions
CHAPTER 1—NEW DUTY SUSPENSIONS AND
REDUCTIONS
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